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"Sir," I had protested in alarm, "you know that my
desire in this life is only for the Cosmic Beloved".
Master had laughed so merrily that I understood his
words had been uttered merely to test me,
"Remember,*' he had said slowly, "that he who rejects
the usual worldly duties can justify himself only by assum-
ing some kind of responsibility for a much larger family"
The ideal of right education for youth had always been
close to my heart. I saw clearly the arid results of ordi-
nary instruction, aimed at the development of body and
intellect only. Moral and spiritual values, without whose
appreciation no man can approach happiness, were yet
lacking in the formal curriculum. I determined to found
a school where young boys could develop to the full stature
of manhood. My first step in that direction was made
with seven children at Dihika, a small country site in
Bengal,
A year later, in 1918, through the generosity of Sir
Manindra Chandra Nundy, the Maharaja of Kasimbazar,
I was able to transfer my fast-growing group to Ranchi.
TTiis town in Bihar, about two hundred miles from Cal-
cutta, is blessed with one of the most healthful climates
in India. The Kasimbazar Palace in Ranchi became the
main building of the new ^school, which I called Yogoda
Satsanga Brahmacharya Vidydaya*
I organized a programme for both grammar and high-
school grades. It'includes agricultural, industrial, com*
mercial, and academic subjects. Following the educational
ideals of the rishis (whose forest ashrams had been the
ancient seats of learning, both secular and divine, for the
* Vidyalaya, school. Brahmacharya here refers to one of the
four stages in the Vedic plan for man's life, as comprising that
of (1) the celibate student (brahmachari); (2) the householder
with worldly responsibilities (grihastha); (3) the hermit (vana*
prastha); (4) the forest dweller or wanderer, free from all earthly
concerns (sonnyasi). This ideal scheme of life, while not widely
observed in modern India, still has,many devout followers. The
four stages are carried out religiously under the lifelong direction
of a, guru.
Further information about the Yogoda Satsanga school ia
Ranch! is given in Chapter 40.